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Obamas Make Historic Train Ride to D.C.
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — On the final leg of a two-year
road trip, Barack Obama rode into Washington this
weekend in an antique caboose with the contented
look of a man convinced he is arriving at his rightful
destination.
A slow-rolling special Amtrak train carrying the
president-elect, his family and his closest friends and
advisers departed Philadelphia at noon and pulled
into Union Station 61/2 hours later. It was the end
of a journey that has taken him to the White House,
and for Obama, it was a day to be savored. He spent
much of the 137-mile train ride, his wife Michelle

and their two daughters by his side, staring out the
train’s windows at a vista of supporters who waved
and chanted Obama’s name.
Bundled in winter jackets, they gathered on
highway overpasses, frozen lakebeds, Little League
baseball fields, cow pastures and neighborhood
cul-de-sacs — all to catch a fleeting glimpse of a
1930s-era blue caboose at the end of the train as it
rumbled by. Firefighters stood on their trucks to take
pictures; schoolchildren waved handmade signs.
Three times during the trip, the train slowed and
Obama stepped out on the rear platform to wave at
shrieking onlookers and blow the train’s whistle.
What began for Obama two years ago as a long-

INAUGURATION ITINERARY

Gates to the Inaugural Ceremony will open at 8 a.m.
The inaugural festivities will start around 10 a.m. on the
West Front of the U.S. Capitol. Overflow seating will be
on the Mall.

shot presidential bid launched in Abraham Lincoln’s
shadow in Springfield, Ill., ended with another
tribute to the 16th president, Obama’s political idol.
His 10-car train retraced the route Lincoln took to
the capital before he assumed the presidency in 1861.
Obama stopped to deliver speeches in Philadelphia,
Wilmington and Baltimore, often referring to the
spirit of Lincoln and the Founding Fathers.
“We are here today not simply to pay tribute to
our first patriots but to take up the work that they
began,” Obama said.
At Obama’s planned stops in Wilmington

Vice President-elect Joe Biden will be sworn into office
by Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens.

President-elect Barack Obama will take the Oath of Office around noon, using President Lincoln’s Inaugural Bible,
administered by Chief Justice John Roberts. Obama will
then give his inaugural address.

After Obama gives his inaugural address, he will escort
outgoing President George W. Bush to a departure ceremony before going to a luncheon in the Statuary Hall of
the Capitol.

The 56th Inaugural Parade will march down Pennsylvania Avenue from the Capitol to the White House.

After the ceremonies, there will be 10 official inaugural
balls, hosted by the Presidential Inaugural Committee.

See OBAMA, page 4

POSITIVE TEST,
MAJOR LOSS

Senior football player J.D. Skolnitsky fails
random drug test in NCAA playoffs, final
year of eligibility revoked
By MATTHEW McGOVERN
The Breeze

Despite James Madison’s narrow loss to Montana in the
NCAA semifinals last season, many players may now be
feeling the sting of a different loss.
JMU senior defensive lineman J.D. Skolnitsky tested
positive for a banned substance as part of a random NCAAordered drug test following JMU’s playoff game against
Villanova on Dec. 6. Test results from another urine sample
confirmed those results three weeks later, said JMU coach
Mickey Matthews at a press conference Thursday.
As a result, the NCAA has declared Skolnitsky ineligible
for the 2009 college football season. The standard penalty for
violation of NCAA drug-testing protocol is a one-year loss of
eligibility, and JMU has decided not to request an appeal on
Skolnitsky’s behalf.
Skolnitsky is not commenting on the situation.
“It definitely makes you think a lot more about it now
that someone got in trouble,” JMU junior quarterback Drew
Dudzik said. “I don’t know of any guys on the team doing illegal
stuff or substances that are banned. … Obviously, everyone’s
gonna be checking with [strength and conditioning] coach
[Jim] Durning and stuff like that about making sure that the
protein, whatever anybody’s taking is OK for us to be putting
in our bodies so that doesn’t happen to anybody else.”
Skolnitsky ordered a supplement online that contained
the banned substance and began taking it seven to 10 days
before the random test, Matthews said. Matthews and his
staff were unaware that Skolnitsky had been taking it, and are
withholding the name of the supplement because of privacy
concerns.
The JMU football staff tells its players to have supplements
approved by strength and conditioning coach Jim Durning
and athletic trainer Scott Cook before taking them, because of
the complicated nature of the NCAA’s drug-testing protocol.
“What surprised us was the fact that J.D. had submitted
some things in his career to Jim Durning, our strength and
conditioning coach, and Scott Cook, to evaluate something
before” he took it, Matthews said. “J.D. was always worried
about how to keep his weight up and he always submitted
some things. He was just in a hurry, or something. For some
unknown reason he did not submit this.”
With his final season of NCAA eligibility taken away,
Skolnitsky has completed paperwork making him eligible for
the NFL Draft and free agent evaluation process. He will likely
continue practicing with the team in the spring and participate
in JMU’s pro day, when NFL scouts will visit Bridgeforth
Stadium to evaluate players who are leaving JMU.
Skolnitsky led JMU interior linemen with 61 tackles
in his junior season, and was third on the team with 10.5
tackles for loss and 4.5 sacks. Matthews went so far as to
say that Skolnitsky was the best NFL prospect he’s coached
at JMU — even better than linebacker Akeem Jordan,
See LOSS, page 10

- Information from The Associated Press

A Look
Inside the
Cabinet

JMU professors discuss
Obama’s choices
By ANNA YOUNG
The Breeze

As the next First Family settles into the nation’s
capital, President-elect Barack Obama has been
busy building a powerhouse staff to accompany him
in Washington.
Marty Cohen, a JMU political science assistant
professor who specializes in American politics,
thinks Obama’s administration will mirror his
presidential campaign.
“I think the way he put together a campaign
is not so dissimilar to putting together a Cabinet,”
Cohen said. “I think no one would disagree with
the fact that he ran a very efficient campaign, a
successful campaign… and so I don’t see why that
wouldn’t translate into putting together an efficient
and successful administration in terms of getting
things done.”
Throughout his campaign, Obama voiced his
desire for diversity in Washington and beyond.
He has fashioned a Cabinet to adhere to that, in
a comparatively breakneck speed. His Cabinet
nominees include five women, four blacks, three
Hispanics, two Asians and one Arab, making it one
of the most diverse presidential Cabinets.
Tempering experience with fresh faces is a recipe
for success in Cohen’s eyes.
“I think some of the picks he made shows that he
was willing to step out of his comfort zone and the
comfort zone of his party,” Cohen said.
Because Obama hasn’t held any executive
positions in his political career, serving as a firstterm senator before being elected, he will probably
delegate more than anticipated, according to Bob
Roberts, a JMU political science professor.
With a Democratic Senate majority and many
Cabinet candidates who served in the Clinton
administration, a time of economic growth and
arguably popular foreign policy, Obama is looking
at smooth sailing in the Senate for his nominations.

CRITICISMS
However, Obama has received some flak for
relying heavily on former Clinton Cabinet members,
such as homeland security secretary nominee and
Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano, who served as
Arizona’s attorney general. Another pick is Eric
Holder, who was U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno’s
right-hand man during the Clinton years.
See CABINET, page 3

OBAMA’S CABINET
STATE | Hillary Clinton U.S. Senator, New York
TREASURY | Timothy Geithner head of New York Federal
Reserve
DEFENSE | Robert M. Gates Sec. of Defense
JUSTICE | Eric Holder a U.S. attorney under Clinton
INTERIOR | Ken Salazar U.S. Senator, Colorado
AGRICULTURE | Tom Vilsack former Governor of Iowa
LABOR | Hilda Solis U.S. Representative (D), California
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES | Tom Daschle former U.S.
Senator, South Dakota

NCAA PROTOCOL FOR NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS AT A GLANCE
PERMISSIBLE CATEGORIES
Vitamins and minerals | Energy bars
Calorie-replacement drinks (for example, Ensure, Boost)
Electrolyte-replacement drinks (for example, Gatorade, Powerade)
NONPERMISSIBLE CATEGORIES
Amino acids | Chrysin | Condroitin | Creatine/creatine-containing
compounds | Ginseng | Glucosamine | Glycerol | HMB | I-carnitin
Melatonin | Pos-2 | Protein powders | Tribulus
source: ncaa.org

The NCAA sets the cutoff for protein at 30 percent for the four permissible
categories at left.

Example of permissible supplement:
Protein 17 g | Caloric value: 250.

17 grams times four = 68 calories. 68/250 = .272.
Percentage of protein = 27 percent

Example of nonpermissible supplement:
Protein 24 g | Caloric value: 250

24 grams times four = 96 calories. 96/250 = .384.
Percentage of protein = 38 percent

UNDER
30%

HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT | Shaun Donovan
former New York City housing commissioner
ENERGY | Steven Chu Nobel laureate for physics, 1997
EDUCATION | Arne Duncan Chicago public schools
superintendent
TRANSPORTATION | Ray LaHood U.S. Representative (R),
Illinois
VETERANS AFFAIRS | Gen. Eric Shinseki (retired) Army
Chief of Staff, 1999-2003

OVER
30%

HOMELAND SECURITY | Janet Napolitano Gov. of Arizona
COMMERCE | undecided after Bill Richardson’s withdrawl
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POLICE LOG

Drug Violation
There is a pending investigation for a student caught with drugs Jan. 12 at 9 p.m. in Potomac Hall.

Alcohol Violation
A JMU student is under judicial review after receiving an alcohol violation Wednesday at 12:37 p.m.
in Anthony-Seeger Hall.

Larceny
A JMU employee reported theft of $132 cash during an event Thursday at Festival.
A JMU student reported theft of his wallet, containing $50 cash, credit and debit cards, and a $40 gift card,
from his or her dorm room, Jan. 6 in Frederikson Hall.
A JMU student reported theft of a $3,000 Apple MacBook Pro laptop left unattended in his or her dorm room
Jan. 12 at 10 p.m. in Weaver Hall.

Pheasant Run Townhomes still has room for you!

We have several roommate situations and a few empty townhomes that
are waiting for you and your group of four for the 2009-2010 school year.

Why Pheasant Run?
All leases are individual
Front door parking (three visitors lots)
On the bus route
No one is above you or below you
4 BR/2.5 BTH
Full size washer and dryer
ALL major appliances are included
Decks or patios opening to common areas
Less than a mile from campus
YOU PICK YOUR ROOMMATES!

Leases run from August 15, 2009-August 7, 2010.
Fully furnished- $360, unfurnished- $340.
Pheasant Run also has two short-term leases available
NOW-May or stay through August 7, 2009! Call the office for
details 540-801-0660 or stop by our on-site model located
at 321 Pheasant Run Circle (across from the bus stop).

For more information visit our website at www.pheasantrun.net.
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Improving the Impoverished
JMU students worked
to rebuild small town
after devastating fire

BEFORE

courtesy of JUSTIN BROUGHMAN

AFTER

courtesy of COLLEEN MCCARRON

The group helped clean this 93-room apartment complex so it could be renovated into livable homes.

Hogan and Maguire returned in December
with more manpower since their next project was
a colossal, 93-room apartment complex, which
had been condemned after a devastating fire in
June.
“It took a lot of teamwork moving furniture
See WELCH, page 4

JMU Tuition Cheapest in State
In 2008-09 review, JMU also recognized for financial aid effort for students
By ROSIE GRANT
contributing writer

Students may not be thrilled
about the recent lows in temperature, but the relative lows in tuition
may be something to smile about.
James Madison University has
been recognized as one of the top
50 public schools in the Princeton
Review’s “Best Value Colleges” for
2009.
Of all of the Virginia schools
mentioned, JMU received the distinction of having the lowest instate and out-of-state tuition of all
the Virginia colleges.
The University of Virginia was
No. 1 on the list for best value in
the education to tuition ratio.
Brent Jones, an editor for USA
Today, also noted the Princeton
Review’s research, which found
that in-state tuition costs are up 37
percent.

For the 2008-09 school year, its
sources recorded the average total charges for tuition, fees and
room and board as $14,333 for
in-state students, $25,200 for outof-state.
The average costs are only
slightly less than James Madison’s
total annual cost of $14,422 for
in-state students and $25,916 for
out-of-state students.
But despite all of these drawbacks to getting an education, the
Princeton Review still recognizes
James Madison’s efforts to aid students in paying for college.
The average grant for students
is $6,500, and it also mentions
JMU’s Centennial Scholars Program, which covers the full cost
of attending the university for
four years for incoming freshmen
and two years for transfer or graduate students.

31°

46°
29°

data provided by weather.com
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CABINET: Picks
Will Stir Up D.C.

However, because of the 30-some year gap between
Democratic presidents Carter and Clinton, drawing
from the Clinton administration is seen as the only
source for seasoned Democrats for Obama.
“They have no choice,” said Roberts. “You just don’t
take inexperienced people, so there’s nothing really
unusual about that. Really, you only have one choice
if you want to bring experienced people in, and that’s
people who worked for Clinton.”

contributing writer

handed out free turkey dinners to families in
town. All 500 turkey dinners were gone within
two hours, forcing students to painstakingly turn
away hungry families.
“When we ran out, the first to come up was a
family with a small child, and we had nothing to
give them,” Herrick said. “It was awful.”
They knew they had to come back.

42°

Cabinet, from front

By FORD PRIOR

The cold dropped to 16 degrees the December night Greg Hogan returned to little
poverty-stricken Welch, a town hidden in the
mountains of West Virginia. This wasn’t his
hometown. Unlike most of his peers, the JMU
senior hadn’t retreated home after final exams
to wind down and snuggle by the fireplace in
his pajamas.
He instead decided on this town of about
2,600, along with JMU junior co-leader Mike
Maguire and a hardy team of JMU students.
Their goal was to give second life to a burnedout apartment building, which they would
clean, gut and leave for future use.
Fifty JMU students spent their first week
of Winter Break laboring in the wreckage, doing their part in lifting Welch, the eighth most
impoverished town in America, back into the
light.
“We came into a building that hadn’t been
touched since the night of the fire,” Hogan
said, “and in the combined days that we’ve
been there have done enough work as to where
contractors can come in.”
Rummaging through the rubble one day,
the students uncovered a black-and-white
photo, taken in the 1950s.
“They had told us that Welch used to be
called ‘Little Manhattan,’” said Allison Herrick, JMU senior team member. “Well, we saw
this picture, and it actually looked like Times
Square. People were hanging out of cars in
bumper-to-bumper traffic, smoking, singing,
dancing.”
JMU students got the call to help after
other charity work caught the eye of an organization.
The story is simple: Aid for America, a
nonprofit organization, was operating in Mississippi when a representative witnessed a
group from JMU doing hurricane-relief work.
The representative, Nathan Plowman, took
note of the remarkably positive attitudes and
hard work. When Plowman was reassigned to
Welch to spearhead a brand-new project, he
knew who to call.
“The JMU students were by far the best,
hardest working they had, so he wanted JMU
to be the first big group to come into Welch,”
Maguire said.
The group’s first trip to Welch was this past
Thanksgiving. For three days, they renovated
an old house, and on Thanksgiving Day, they

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

DAVID CASTERLINE/The Breeze

The Princeton Review listed JMU as a “warm, welcoming environment befitting its Southern locale....”

STATE AND DEFENSE
Speaking of the Clinton name, Obama has named
his secretary of state as none other than New York
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, his former rival in the
presidential campaign in 2008. Clinton was confirmed
in a 16-1 vote during the Foreign Relations Committee
hearing on Jan. 13.
“Politically, she was probably a help to him,” Cohen
said. “I think there were others that were interested in
that job that maybe would’ve done just as good a job but
could not have given as much political capital.”
Roberts foresees Clinton and Obama playing a
power and personality tug-of-war, but this could spark
more thorough discussion of possible policies if there
isn’t accordance among everyone.
“I think that’s what he wanted, because what Obama
has always said [is that] he wants people to tell him not
what he wants to hear,” Roberts said.
Although the President-elect’s Cabinet will be
filled with Clinton and other experienced Democrats,
there will be at least one Republican on the team:
Robert Gates as defense secretary. Gates initially held
the position for George H. W. Bush and once again
for George W. Bush, after former Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld resigned in 2006.
“Most people would say that Gates was a big
improvement over Rumsfeld, and by keeping him
on it’s showing that we’re just not going to abandon
foreign policy and the wars that we’re involved in,”
Cohen said.
Obama believes there needs to be some continuity
in government policies from one administration to
the next, although he has been flagrantly critical of the
Bush administration.
Roberts believes Gates was a fairly nonpartisan
leader to begin with while serving in Bush Sr.’s
“decentralized, nonideological” administration.
Gates said in the news conference announcing his
appointment that he considered it an honor to serve
President-elect Obama, who intends to keep Gates on
for at least a year.

EDUCATION AND ECONOMY
Although Vice President-elect Joe Biden made
college affordability and access a prominent part of his
primary platform, Obama will have to prioritize his
goals for education.
“The focus, I suspect, on education is going to
be K through 12,” Roberts said. “Everyone has their
hands out and on top of the list; you have Medicaid
and transportation… I doubt you’re going to get a
huge influx of money into higher education.”
Obama’s appointment for education secretary is
Arne Duncan, the chief executive officer of Chicago
public schools and a self-proclaimed proponent for
improving higher education access and affordability.
According to Roberts, the issue for Duncan is going
to be primarily amending or altogether scrapping
No Child Left Behind and potentially having a large
funding for education attached to the forthcoming
Economic Stimulus Plan.
Duncan has said, “I agree with the president-elect
that we should neither bury N.C.L.B. nor praise it
without reservation.”
On the financial front, Timothy Geithner has
been named as Obama’s treasury secretary nominee.
Geithner worked closely with Ben Bernanke during
the Wall Street crisis as president of the New York
Federal Reserve Bank. Cohen said that interpreting
Obama’s decision on this nomination “depends on
your ideology on how the economy fell apart and how
it can be put back together.”
Geithner’s confirmation hearing with the Senate
Finance Committee has been postponed until
Wednesday, according to the Associated Press. This
will give the public plenty of time to churn over his
failure to pay $34,000 in payroll taxes to the IRS, an
agency Geithner will potentially oversee.
Obama’s transition into Washington, including the
naming of his Cabinet nominees, is going smoothly,
but there’s a lot of pent-up Democratic demand. Also, a
fight is looming over what the in-the-works economic
stimulus package should contain, which will probably
consume most of Obama’s first 100 days.
“Is he willing to hold back the Democratic interest
groups, who see this as an opportunity to get funds
for things they couldn’t get funded for years?” Roberts
asked.
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WELCH: Long-term Effort Needed to Rebuild
JMU senior Greg Hogan found this picture
of Welch from 1950.

Welch, from page 3

down five flights of stairs,” Herrick said. “If you didn’t
know someone at the beginning of the day, you knew
them by the end.”
The team hopes to revive such life, like the one in
the ’50s picture, to Welch, but according to Hogan, it
requires a sustained, long-term effort. In other words,
this is just the beginning.
“We’ve gotten this trip out of the way, and it’s been a
huge learning experience,” said Hogan, who plans to lead
another trip this spring. “We’ve seen what we’ve done
right, and what we need to improve on, and those kinds
of things. The idea is to pass those down to the younger
guys here, and maintain that relationship with the Welch

community.”
The trip to Welch was freshman Craig Cravath’s first experience with intensive volunteer
work, and he was changed over the week. Cravath, a finance and management major, has already signed up to volunteer there for a month
this summer.
“Just starting out, we made a lot of change
fast,” he said. “We really made noise down
there. People are starting to realize that they
can help themselves, and that’s the first goal:
to go down there and get them to stand on
their own.”

OBAMA: Visibly Affected by Reactions, Receptions from Crowds
Obama, from front

and Baltimore, thousands of supporters
waited outside for hours in temperatures
that dipped into the teens. They bundled
in winter jackets and climbed onto trees,
flagpoles and walls to secure a clear sightline
of the stage. The crowd applauded for more
than a minute before Obama managed to
bring silence.
“We have been touched by your grace,
and we will fight for you every single day
that we are in Washington,” Obama said.
Obama, typically so serene, was visibly
affected by the receptions he received. He
sometimes paused on stage to survey the
magnitude of the crowds, and he beamed
in Wilmington as more than 7,000 joined
in a chorus to sing “Happy Birthday” to his
wife, Michelle, as she celebrated turning
45.
He changed into gloves before he spoke
in downtown Baltimore, but Obama still
kept his remarks to less than 10 minutes.
Before Obama stepped off the stage, he

stood for a few more minutes with his
wife to wave back at more than 40,000
supporters who huddled under blankets
and filled a square block.
More
than
250
credentialed
photographers and cameramen followed
Obama to record the day for history, but
this counted as Obama family history,
too. Malia, the elder Obama daughter,
dressed in a yellow winter jacket, followed
behind her father to snap pictures with a
pocket-sized digital camera. Several times
throughout the day, Obama turned back
to smile for his daughter and her camera
while he readied to speak or shake hands
with supporters.
Aboard the train, Obama generally
stayed within the confines of his historic
railroad car, which was delivered from
Florida and attached to the back of a
standard Amtrak commuter train. Obama
had complained often during the 20-month
campaign about the loneliness of traveling

without his family, so for his final trip before
assuming the presidency, he traveled en
masse. A group of Chicago friends — Eric
Whitaker, John Rogers, Penny Pritzker,
Yvonne Davila and a half-dozen friends of
the Obama children — moved between a
VIP car and Obama’s caboose.
For the next two days, friends said,
Obama will try to step back and enjoy
what he described as an “incredible”
time: Sunday and Monday’s festivities
will commemorate his historic rise to the
presidency. The full burdens of the office
are not his until Tuesday.
Forty-one invited guests — “regular
Americans” from 15 states — rode with
Obama and sometimes introduced him
at the rallies. The train passed through
Delaware’s woodlands, Maryland’s rivers,
urban downtowns and by suburban malls
before rolling into Union Station under the
cover of darkness.
Obama, the former law professor,

turned his experience into a history
lesson. He spent time during the last few
months studying Lincoln’s epic journey —
a 12-day, 1,600-mile trip that included an
assassination threat in Baltimore. Similarly,
Obama spoke to each of his crowds
yesterday about the significance of his
presidential predecessors.
“What is required is the same
perseverance and idealism that our
founders displayed,” Obama told a crowd
of 300 invited guests in Philadelphia.
“What is required is a new declaration of
independence, not just in our nation, but
in our own lives.”
Five hours later in Baltimore, Obama
reinforced the message.
“We should never forget that we are
the heirs of those early patriots, ordinary
men and women who refused to give
up when it all seemed so improbable,
and who somehow believed that they
had the power to make the world anew,”

Attention Students!!
Deer Run Apartments
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• Tired of your roommates?
• Want your own apartment?
Total rents are $600 for 2BR
and $675 for 3BR
Security Deposit = 1 months rent.

For more information contact us!
(540) 434-3173 • deerrun@fwmgmt.com

Obama said. “That is the spirit that we
must reclaim today.”
Obama’s
journey
necessarily
included some of the modern realities
of life as a soon-to-be president. Secret
Service agents monitored the train from
the ground, the surrounding waterways
and the air above, paying special
attention to bridges and chemical plants
along the route. Two large planks of
protective glass flanked Obama’s lectern
in Baltimore, and snipers lined the
nearby rooftops.
Michelle and her daughters gathered
with friends in a train car decorated for
Michelle’s birthday party.
A group of five or six young girls
surrounded Michelle, and she danced
with them in a circle. Malia placed
a necklace around Michelle’s neck,
causing both of them to laugh. Then the
train rolled away toward Washington,
finally headed for home.
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EDITORIAL

Raise
The Issue

PRESIDENT ROSE got a raise. The first that
The Breeze and the Daily News-Record heard
of this was over Thanksgiving Break, but the
decision itself was actually made by the Board
of Visitors in June. The raise, which totals to
$66,000 (a 16.9 percent increase), will raise
Rose’s compensation to $456,287 for the 2008-09
year and will come from the private funds of the
JMU Foundation.
But in this city, in these times, it just feels
wrong. Here’s why.
The Board obviously cited Linwood Rose’s
performance as president as the chief reason
for his raise, which elicits the question of why
they didn’t proudly proclaim what they saw as
just compensation in reward for a job well done.
They also explained that Rose’s salary is lower
than average, according to a recent study on executive pay in Virginia (UVA and Virginia Tech’s
presidents do make twice as much as Rose, but
among neighboring colleges his was the biggest
dollar and percentage increase). But now is not
the time to be throwing money around with the
aim of playing catch-up with other schools.
The decision smacks of bad timing. Last
fall, Americans were seething as corporate
CEOs received cushy benefits and exorbitant
pay even as their companies struggled in the
midst of the financial crisis of our time. If JMU
is a microcosm of larger society, Linwood Rose
is the AIG official who gets the trip to the spa.
He’s presiding over a school which is approving
massive spending and is still overseeing several
pricey expansion projects which culminated in
our newly unveiled, multi-billion dollar, multidecade Master Plan.
The ambitious enrollment goals that coincide
with JMU’s expansion are likely puzzling to the
students who have difficulty securing the classes
they need to graduate (a problem which has Rose
mentioned, hypothetically, in an interview with
The Breeze and which the SGA has acknowledged
and is considering taking action on).
The spending on the university’s capital
projects makes sense — old James Madison’s
gotta grow, after all — until you contrast what
funding the state has allotted with what the
school is actually asking them for. JMU will be
going hat-in-hand to the General Assembly to
ask for several million dollars more out of the
state budget so that JMU can actually equip its
in-progress, multi-million dollar Performing
Arts Center — in the face of a $2.9 billion state
budget shortfall.
In light of our economic reality, the raise
doesn’t play well (16.9 percent this year as opposed to last year’s frugal 7.6 percent). Perhaps
that’s why there was very little transparency in
the process, with the raise being approved while
the Board of Visitors attended a retreat in Glen
Allen over the summer, was not announced and
cannot be found in the Board’s minutes.
Yet even as his employees are denied their
2 percent raise due to state budget cuts (at first
promised for November, then deferred until July
and now altogether “deleted,” as it was put at the
latest Board meeting), Rose takes his raise. It is
more than a great deal of his employees’ total
salaries and comes on top of the house and Lincoln paid for by JMU, as well as the additional
$60,000 per year for his retirement.
The real issue — Rose’s decision to accept
the money — is one of personal leadership. He
could have refused the raise once he learned that
his staff couldn’t be taken care of.
Who would turn down a raise, you say? For
starters, our governor. Tim Kaine announced
last year that he would take a 5 percent pay
cut and tighten his office’s operating budget to
trim costs. In higher education, leaders of the
University of Washington and Washington State
University have also announced that they would
refuse a raise and take a pay cut, respectively.
With Washington facing a 20 percent cut and
Virginia facing 15, this stands as responsible
model of leadership.
Forgive us, but we feel it’s time to again
take up our school’s ubiquitous slogan: “Be
the Change.” After all, during Rose’s tenure the
phrase has become a central part of JMU’s marketing and the university itself. Although he’s
already accepted the raise, it remains within his
power to break the cycle of lavish pay and send a
message of moderation and accountability.
He could be the change.
If President Rose hasn’t already arranged to
donate the extra $66,000 he will be given, doing
so would be a noble act of solidarity and an
acknowledgment of the times. Not to mention a
prudent course for a university that — thanks to
projects his administration has greenlit — needs
all the funding it can get its hands on.
We suggest he look into it.
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EDITORIAL CARTOON
LAUREN HAGY

THE REAL STORY

America Safer Thanks to Bush
I’m well aware that defending President Bush
is not a popular thing to do right now, especially
in an environment like a college campus. But
I feel compelled to do so because I believe that
while he has been rightly criticized for the
many mistakes that he has
made as president, he has
not received the proper
credit he deserves from the
mainstream media for his
accomplishments, especially
the biggest achievement
of his presidency: leaving
America safer than it was
before he took office.
Throughout the ’90s,
TONY
al-Qaeda and other terrorist
SPADACCIA organizations attacked
American interests around
the world — typically with impunity — culminating in the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon. In response to that
tragic day, Mr. Bush pledged to the American
people that, as president, he would do everything
in his power to prevent another attack on this
country, as well as to defeat terrorism by “destroying it where it grows.”
That declaration has lead to wars that
American soldiers continue to fight in both Iraq
and Afghanistan.
The Afghan campaign began brilliantly and
the American military easily removed the Taliban
from power. Unfortunately, in the time that
has passed since the Taliban’s fall from power,
remnants of the oppressive regime have managed
to reconstitute itself in the mountains of northern
Afghanistan and in an unstable Pakistan, a
problem that will continue and plague President
Obama. But President Bush did engage Pakistan
during his time in office, which helped in the
capture of major al-Qaeda operatives like the

DARTS

PATS

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and
printed on a space-available basis. Submissions
creatively depict a given situation, person or
event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “thanks-for-not-kidnapping-me” pat
to the girl in the Mazda, who picked up two
freezing fellow students from the Stone Gate
bus stop and delivered us safely to campus. It’s
random acts of kindness like yours that make
and keep JMU the friendly, welcoming campus
that it is.
From a grateful passenger.

liberty, but Mr. Bush’s aggressive response to
terrorism has kept terrorists around the world
under siege and on the run.
Although now we all know that Saddam
Hussein was bluffing about his capacity to build
WMDs, President Bush’s insistence on preventing
nuclear proliferation sent a clear message to
the rest of world that has caused many positive
changes.
After many years of operation selling atomic
weapon secrets and equipment, A.Q. Khan’s
nuclear smuggling network was shut down. His
list of clients included North Korea, Iran and
others that we may never know about.
After the fall of Saddam in 2003, possibly in
fear of sharing his fate, Libyan dictator Muammar
Gaddafi voluntarily renounced terrorism and
ended his country’s nuclear weapons program,
which turned out to be far more advanced than
anyone had previously thought.
If there is to be only one moment that will
forever define Mr. Bush’s presidency, it is the night
of Sept. 20, 2001 when he declared his mission to
the American people.
Just seven months into his presidency and
nine days after the worst attack ever on American
soil, Mr. Bush stood before a joint session of
Congress and a frightened, grieving nation. In
his address that night, President Bush made a
promise to the American people: “I will not forget
this wound to our country or those who inflicted
it. I will not yield; I will not rest; I will not relent
in waging this struggle for freedom and security
for the American people.”
In the seven years that passed since that night,
Mr. Bush kept his promise. Whatever history’s
final judgment will show, he never did yield, and
we as a nation are safer because of it.

Sept. 11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed.
At this point, it has become almost universally
acknowledged that the original invasion of Iraq
was Mr. Bush’s biggest mistake as president. But
by instituting the “surge” in 2007 and continuing
the fight when all seemed lost, President Bush
saved the country from collapsing into a failed
state that would’ve become a safe haven for
terrorists.
Today, there is an end in sight with Iraq as it
continues on its slow march toward democracy,
leaving the Obama administration with a growing
ally in a vital region of the world.

“

...[Since Sept. 11]
not a single American
has been killed by
terrorists on U.S. soil.

”

Yes, Mr. Bush has failed to capture Osama bin
Laden, but by continuing the fight in Iraq and
Afghanistan, Bush has inflicted a great deal of
damage to the terrorist network that bin Laden
controls.
No longer does al-Qaeda have the opportunity to plan and attempt sophisticated attacks on
major Western targets. Today they must rely on
primitive actions against soft targets and not a
single American has been killed by terrorists on
U.S. soil, something no one could’ve imagined in
the aftermath of Sept. 11.
Of course, al-Qaeda is still very dangerous
and remains an existential threat to American

A “you-have-got-to-be-kidding-me” dart
to the baseball lot for never having any parking
spaces.
From a JMU resident who is tired of screaming in frustration when every single parking spot
is taken up by commuters.
An “it’s-too-darn-cold-for-you-to-benot-wearing-pants” dart to the girls walking
around JMU in leggings and Ugg boots when
it’s 25 degrees outside.
From a junior who doesn’t understand why
you would want to freeze your butt off, especially
when it doesn’t even look cute.
A “pronto” pat to the Starbucks barista who
wrote “Foxtrot Uniform Charlie Kilo” on the
bottom of my cup — you made my day.
From a fellow fan of the band Cake.

TONY SPADACCIA is a sophomore political science
and business major.

A “Jetsons” pat to all of my UREC friends
for getting the great new “space age” turnstiles.
From all the men’s groins at JMU.
A “who-you-tryin’-to-get-crazy-withese?-don’t-you-know-I’m-LOCO?” dart to
the article on Joose that lamely identified the
granddaddy of all drinks only as “Four.”
From an alumnus who loves the nighttime
caffeine jitters almost as much as the withdrawal
shakes the next day.
An “if-you-sprinkle-when-you-tinkle...”
dart to all the girls who feel the urge to sprinkle
the seat and leave it for everyone else to sit on.
From a junior girl who is so glad you’re
trying to be sanitary, but wishes you could take
two extra seconds to wipe up your left-behind
nastiness.
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The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through letters and guest columns.
LETTERS must be no longer than 300 words.
GUEST COLUMNS must be no more than 550 words.

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or
unclear. The Breeze assumes the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the exception of
editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and must include name, phone number,
major/year if author is a current student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable), and place of residence if
author is not a JMU student.
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We need
Darts & Pats
Lots of them.
Funny ones.
Submit Darts & Pats at
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INAUGURATION >> Celebration 2009

Dancing for Democracy
SGA hosts Inaugural Ball Friday night in honor of 44th president
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Wrapping Up
Politics of
Fashion

Winter weather accessories
not a question of masculinity
By GABRIEL HENRIQUEZ
The Breeze

HOLLY FOURNIER/The Breeze

Students dance, eat, participate in trivia games
and enjoy a night of fun hosted by the SGA
Legislative Action Committee.

By COLLEEN MAHONEY
contributing writer

Students dressed in their best formal
attire could be seen mingling and eating
finger foods in a patriotically decorated
Festival Ballroom Friday evening.
Just as people all over the country will
celebrate Obama’s inauguration through
viewing parties and other gatherings,
the SGA’s Legislative Action Committee
planned an inaugural ball. Students were
welcome to enjoy free food, music, presidential trivia and a performance by the
Swing Dance Club.
“Who was the last to lead troops into
battle as president?” asked freshman David Hollander, the Spotswood Hall senator,
during the trivia. The answer turned out to
be none other than James Madison. Hollander had put together a PowerPoint presentation with trivia about past presidents
for guests to enjoy during the course of the
evening.
“The inauguration is a historic event and

What Are
You Doing
For the
Inauguration?

I’m happy we have a chance to celebrate it at
JMU,” said Senior Class Treasurer Heather
Shuttleworth, who helped plan the ball. “I
think that students with all different types
of beliefs can come to celebrate it here tonight.”
Four Special Events caterers served
sundaes and helped where needed. JMU’s
Dining Services had donated food, including finger sandwiches, Swedish meatballs,
cookies and chips and dip.
Senior Caitlin Briska, the College of
Arts and Letters senator, was in charge of
the event’s planning, which began about a
month before Winter Break. She wanted
to hold the ball for the people who could
not make it to Washington, D.C. for the
inauguration.
The SGA had originally planned on selling raffle tickets and donating the proceeds
to the Mercy House, but due to lack of donations from local businesses, they had to
scratch the raffle.
Students ate and chatted with friends
around six round tables, which were deco-

“I spoke with my three
professors but they aren’t
canceling class. They
understood [my desire to
attend] so I worked it out
with them.”
-freshman Sasha Amini

rated with four essays scattered among the
red, white and blue confetti.
The essays had come from fourth graders at Pleasant Valley Elementary School in
Harrisonburg. The SGA asked students in
their pen pal program to write an essay on
“What America Means To Me.”
Four students submitted essays,
mainly focusing on America’s freedom.
“What America means to me is being
free because in some countries people
can’t even choose the job they want,”
begins one fourth grader’s paper. The
essays gave a look into the eyes of local
elementary school students.
As the evening went on, more students
arrived and brave individuals danced to
songs such as Michael Jackson’s “Thriller”
and Sir Mix-a-Lot’s “Baby Got Back.”
“I think that the presidential election
was such a big deal this year, and this is a
great way to culminate the election,” said
freshman Rheanna Martino, the Wampler
Hall senator, “This is also a great way to kick
off Obama’s presidency.”

“Three of my five classes
are cancelled for that day
and I’m a huge Obama
fan so I will absolutely be
watching it.”
-sophomore Chris Kelsey

“My classes are not
cancelled but I’m skipping them. My dad and
I went in 2000 so we’re
trying to make it a sort
of tradition.”
-junior Natalie Caro

World events, cold weather and fashion
awareness have collided and conspired to change
the significance of scarves and the men who
wear them. Gone are the days when a guy could
reach into his closet and dress on a whim. Unfortunately, 18-degree weather has forced JMU
guys to trade in their polo shirts and khaki cargo
pants for something warmer. However, the politics of scarves have made this accessory a thorny
issue to undertake.
“I’ve got four scarves. I wear them on a regular basis when it’s cold. I wear them for both
practicality and as a fashion statement,” senior
Philip Ochs said. “I have a fifth scarf, the traditional keffiyeh. However, that I wear less for
practicality and more as a fashion and political
statement.”
Indeed, the keffiyeh, one of many names
given to the traditional and ubiquitous scarves
worn by men throughout the Middle East, has
emerged as a symbol in the West — one that
some JMU students are embracing.
“I wear the keffiyeh out of solidarity with Palestinians. Not with the political party, not with the
religion, but with Palestinians and the Palestinian
cause,” senior Sam Williams said, speaking of the
current incursion into the Gaza Strip by Israeli
forces, which to date has killed more than 1,000
Palestinians. “There are far too many people in
the world who do not know the reality of the situation in Palestine and me wearing the scarf is an
opportunity for someone to ask me why.
People have asked me if it’s part of my religion, other people have asked me where I’ve
gotten it and they get upset when I tell them I
bought it in Jerusalem. I guess they were expecting me to say I got it at American Eagle.”
Other guys leave politics out of the equation,
finding the fashion issue too difficult to deal with
on its own.
“I don’t think I have any clothes that match
with a scarf, and I’m not going to wear a T-shirt
with a scarf,” sophomore Matthew Ross said.
“I think there is a difference between condition and fashion. Fashionably I don’t wear
them but for practicality I would. If it matches
the clothes then it looks fine, but if you’re wearing a sports jersey and a scarf you’re not really
matching,” the Iraqi War veteran said while in
his workout attire of T-shirt and shorts.
For those who can navigate through color
schemes and clothing compatibility successfully another red flag rises: the issue of masculinity.
“On a warm day a girl could pull off a scarf
where a man couldn’t. But when it’s really cold
out, men should wear scarves,” said senior Natanya Crumrine. “I actually knit my boyfriend a
scarf. He doesn’t wear it though!”
But some guys feel more comfortable than
others when it comes to fashion accessories.
“Fashion is more in the favor of women for
many reasons, and so men are kind of left out in
the cold when it comes to acceptable fashion in
terms of what everyone can agree upon,” Ochs
said. “When it comes to accessories though, the
scarf is a very appropriate accessory for a man
to wear.”

Frigid Weather Doesn’t
Prevent Friday Fun

n JMU will be hosting viewings of the Inauguration at noon today in Carrier Library
basement room 16A, Grafton Stovall Theatre and Festival Ballroom A, B and C.

Rap Music Gets Due in ‘Notorious’
Biggie’s legacy considered in new film, but questions left unanswered
The Lantern, Ohio State University

It’s the classic tale of a young black male
growing up in the projects and trying to
make it. But this is no ordinary tale. Director George Tillman Jr. is bringing to life the
story of one of hip-hop’s greatest rappers,
Notorious B.I.G.
“Notorious” gives an in-depth look at
the short life of the Brooklyn rapper who
once was a bookworm, but grew into a
hustler. The young B.I.G., played by his
son, Christopher Jordan Wallace, gets a
quick lesson in the drug game and becomes a street hustler by day, rapper by
night.
But, like many drug dealers, the law
ultimately prevails and Biggie finds himself at rock bottom, locked up. It was during this stint in jail that B.I.G. polished
his rhyming skills and honed his distinct
style.
The older Biggie, played by Jamal
Woolard, has an uncanny resemblance to

the famed rapper. His Biggie is big, black
and believable, with the signature voice.
Upon his release from prison, Biggie
showcases his fine-tuned skills in street rap
battles, and word quickly spreads to producer Sean ‘Puffy’ Combs (Derek Luke),
who jump-starts the rapper’s career.
Lil’ Kim has recently objected to her
portrayal in the film, and it’s clear why. Her
first encounter with Biggie leads straight to
sex, and the roller coaster relationship she
had with B.I.G. is explored no further.
Nonetheless, Naturi Naughton, former
3LW member, gives a fearless performance
as a young, sex-driven Kim, whose naiveté
causes her to chase B.I.G. But his appetite
for women often leaves her in a love triangle — even after he moves on to marry
Faith Evans a month after meeting her on
a photo shoot.
Despite some of the film’s shortcomings
and the questions it leaves unanswered,
“Notorious” essentially does what it set out
to do — tell the story of Notorious B.I.G.
The movie has a feel-good tone with

a ’90s music soundtrack that gives the
audience déjà vu. It’s like a party that you
don’t want to stop; that you secretly hope
doesn’t, all the while knowing the tragic
end.
The teary-eyed conclusion to “Notorious” leaves the audience wishing something would have been done to stop the
senseless violence — violence that left the
music industry mourning a rap legend.

Film Facts:
Released: Friday
Starring: Jamal Woolard as Biggie
and Christopher Jordan Wallace
as young Biggie
Opening Weekend: $21.5 million
in 1,638 theaters
Times: 1:15 p.m, 4:15 p.m., 7:15
p.m. and 10:15 p.m. daily at Regal
Harrisonburg 14

DAVID CASTERLINE/The Breeze

Despite a low temperature of two degrees Friday night
(left to right) sophomore Melanie Torano, transfer student
Courtney Calvert and junior Deborah Barnett brave the
cold at the Godwin Hall bus stop for a night out.
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Did you know you can leave
comments on all the articles on
The Breeze’s Web site?
Give us a piece of your mind
at breezejmu.org

J-Mʼs Apar tments
2009-2010
IT’S HAPPENING AT THE PUB!
MON 19th — FREE Texas Hold ‘em
TUES 20th — H’Burg’s Best Karaoke
WED 21st — Chaseing Arrows -18+ show
THUR 22nd — DJ XSV - Dance Party, Ladies Night
FRI 23rd — 7 Mile Ford
SAT 24th — Burning Bridges
FULL WEEK OF GREAT ENTERTAINMENT!

SEE YA AT THE PUB!!

1 bedroom - $450
2 bedroom - $500 ($250 each)
3 bedroom - $525 ($175 each)
Walk to JMU
Riner Rentals
540.438.8800

JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY
call

RINER RENTALS

Platinum & 14K WG 0.45cts. Diamond Ring
(3) Princess Cut Diamonds I1 HI

tod a y!

This Week $450

Roosevelt Square
4 bedroom, 2 bathroom duplexes - only $375/person

Hunters Ridge
4 bedroom townhouses - only $300/person

Liberty St. Townhouses
2 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom townhouses - only $350/person (water included)
3 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom townhouses - only $300/person (water included)

The Deck House on Mason St.
1 & 2 bedroom apartments - starting at $350/person (water, hot water & internet included)

Madison Manor
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom apartments - starting at $350/person

come see our new website at rinerrentals.com for more info

*All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com

SPORTS

Editor: Matthew McGovern
Assistant editor: Wes Shaw
breezesports@gmail.com
(540) 568-6709
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‘Rivalry’ Falls Flat Again

Dukes struggle with
point guard out due
to head injury

By MATTHEW McGOVERN
The Breeze

FAIRFAX, Va. — James Madison saw its fourgame win streak end while its futility against George
Mason continued, as the Dukes lost their 10th
straight game to the Patriots on Saturday.
JMU was forced into a barrage of outside shooting without its primary ball-handler, Devon Moore,
whom JMU coach Matt Brady referred to as the
“most irreplaceable part” of his team. Moore suffered a blow to his head in practice two Mondays
ago, causing light-headedness and headaches that
kept him out of action.
In the freshman point guard’s absence, JMU
struggled to get consistent penetration on offense in
a 71-57 loss at the Patriot Center.
The Dukes (12-7 overall, 4-3 Colonial Athletic
Association) missed 20-of-26 shots from beyondthe-arc, and in the second half could never get closer than the six points they trailed by at the break.
“The problem for us is we’ve [put] some young
kids out there. You know, the first time they catch
the ball, they feel like they’ve gotta make a 5-point
play,” Brady said. “They shoot the ball quickly, and
they shoot it early in the shot clock.”
GMU (14-3 overall, 7-0 CAA) relied on the
explosiveness of guards Cam Long, John Vaughan
and Dre Smith to take advantage of quick misses by
JMU. To make matters worse, JMU was forced to
play the final minutes without senior forward Juwann James.
With 5:02 left and JMU trailing 55-44, James was
photos by ROBERT BOAG/The Breeze

George Mason guards John Vaughan and Cam Long guard JMU junior guard Pierre Curtis, who led the Dukes with 16 points Saturday.

COMMENTARY

Thanks Due for Honesty

FAIRFAX, Va. — Thank you, Matt Brady.
No, really, thank you… for being honest.
While other coaches might put spin on any
comment they give to make things seem bigger
or better than they are, you
are a straight shooter.
After Saturday’s 71-57
loss at George Mason, the
Dukes’ first-year coach
took the opposite approach
of his counterpart Jim
Larranaga when asked a
question about the teams’
“rivalry.”
“You guys keep using
TIM
that word rivalry, I don’t
CHAPMAN
know what the rivalry
is,” Brady said. “I think we’re 0-10 the last 10
times we’ve played George Mason. Where’s the
rivalry?”
Non-existent is probably the correct answer.
The Dukes have indeed loss the last 10 times
they’ve faced the Patriots; the last win coming
under coach Sherman Dillard on Feb. 7, 2004,
in a 72-64 overtime decision. Dillard’s successor
and Brady’s predecessor, Dean Keener, started
the current streak with nine straight losses.
Yet for some reason, Larranaga was animated and excited to talk about the great James
Madison and George Mason “rivalry,” even after
another one-sided affair.
“The rivalry is a bigger rivalry for us,” said
Larranaga, when asked to compare the JMU
“rivalry” to that of Mason and Virginia Commonwealth. “I think from a fan’s standpoint and
a student body standpoint, there’s a lot of things
we have in common with James Madison. And
I think the students of George Mason know the
students that chose James Madison, and they’re
friends and there is always a lot of talk amongst

1. a: one of two or more striving to
reach or obtain something that only
one can possess b: one striving for
competitive advantage
2 obsolete : COMPANION, ASSOCIATE
3: One that equals another in desired
qualities : PEER
number of friends at George Mason. I even have
five siblings and two in-laws who went there.
The thought didn’t cross my mind to bring up
the “rivalry.”

I just thought we weren’t
really moving the ball as
quickly as we can.
— PIERRE CURTIS

”

JMU junior guard

the students.”
Larranaga’s a charming character. The whole
country saw him in heartwarming tidbits on
TV during Mason’s 2006 Final Four run, but
he’s not selling this one.
VCU and Mason are the last two CAA
champions and are near the top of the conference every year. JMU hasn’t been out of the first
round of the CAA tournament in five seasons
and hasn’t had a winning record in eight years.
I think a game against the rival Rams holds a
little more weight than a game with the “rival”
Dukes for Mason.
Larranaga is right that the proximity of the
schools means students have many friends at
the “rival” campuses, but there was not a lot of
pregame smack talk among students about this
matchup.
I grew up in Northern Virginia and have a

Definition of “rival”

“

JMU senior forward Kyle Swanston shoots
over GMU forward Darryl Monroe. Swanston
struggled from the field, shooting just 1-of-8
on 3-pointers, but finished with 8 points.

Mason’s students showed up to the game,
but they usually do because they have had great
recent success. The Patriots are also 14-3 and
7-0 in the conference. I presume that they just
wanted to see their team get an easy win.
As far as JMU students buying into the “rivalry,” there were probably about 30 members
of the “JMU Nation” in attendance. And that
is with the Dukes off to a fairly good start with
promising young players.
Larranaga also justified the “rivalry” because
with any in-state teams “we know that the
See RIVALRY, page 10

fouled on a layup attempt. Then, a substitution took
place, as James left the court and senior forward Kyle
Swanston replaced him at the free-throw line.
Swanston knocked down both attempts and
James would not return. He felt pressure in his chest
for the first time since his return from a heart infection, according to Brady, and decided to leave the
game for precautionary reasons. James had come off
the bench in every game since a Dec. 11 contest at
Radford, after missing seven games due to his condition.
After Swanston’s free throws made it 55-46, the
Dukes never brought it closer than that margin.
Their best chance was when freshman forward
Andrey Semenov got a put-back basket off a missed
3-pointer by Swanston, bringing the Dukes within
10 at 61-51 with 2:08 left. Eight seconds later, sophomore guard Heiden Ratner forced a turnover as
the Dukes employed full-court pressure.
Junior guard Pierre Curtis wound up with the
ball and no defensive pressure beyond the arc, but
passed up the 3-point attempt to drive baseline in
the face of two defenders. Curtis’ layup attempt
rimmed out, and the Patriots turned his miss into a
fast-break layup by guard Andre Cornelius.
“I just think we weren’t moving the ball really
well to force them to guard us [in order] to get the
driving lanes,” Curtis said. “Obviously not having another driver, Devon, kind of hurt. But I just
thought we weren’t really moving the ball as quickly
as we can.”
Curtis led JMU with 16 points to go along with
four rebounds, while James had 13 points and six
rebounds.
GMU forwards Louis Birdsong and Ryan Pearson scored 15 and 13 points, respectively, while
Long also had 13.
See MASON, page 10

Evans Leads Dukes Over Drexel
By WES SHAW
The Breeze

Kenny Brooks rested his head
in his hands, staring at the stat
sheet on the table in front of him.
After wrapping his mind
around the numbers that he had
just become aware of, Brooks
popped up from his pose, grinning
from ear to ear as much in amazement as in complete joy.
It seemed as though he couldn’t
believe that his standout point
guard scored the final 22 points
for JMU in its 60-56 victory over
Drexel on Sunday.
“No, did she?” Brooks asked. His
question was as rhetorical as it was
genuine.
Then a pause.
“I drew it up that way.”
Dawn Evans leads the nation in
scoring, so nothing the sophomore
does should come as a surprise to
anyone. But her performance in
the final minutes of Sunday’s game
was the kind that makes any coach’s

job worth the effort.
“I tell her all the time that
she can be a good a player as she
wants,” Brooks said. “It’s amazing,
but it just kind of shows you what
kind of player she is.”
Freshman guard Brittany
Crowell’s three-pointer at the
11:52 mark of the second half was
the last basket any Duke not wearing number 23 would make. From
there, Evans took over.
Her 22 points down the stretch
included two 3-pointers and 10 of
12 from the charity stripe.
But while Evans was nearly
unstoppable in the game’s final
minutes, the offensive output from
both teams in the first half left
much to be desired.
A game featuring the No. 1 and
No. 4 highest scoring players in the
NCAA would typically project as
an offensive struggle. The first 20
minutes of Sunday’s game, however, showed no evidence of Evans
and Drexel’s Gabriela Marginean’s
NCAA leading point totals.

From the first-half crowd,
there were more chants of “air
ball” and laments about the officials then there was applause for
scoring. A 24-21 halftime score,
featuring 13 total turnovers and
under 30-percent shooting, will
do that to any audience.
“In the first half [Evans] kinda
had this glazed look on her face,”
Brooks said. “But she kinda woke
up in the second half and started
playing and everyone followed.”
Evans and junior guard Sarah
Williams combined to score 10
points on 3-18 shooting through
the game’s first 20 minutes.
Marginean, Drexel’s dangerous Romanian import, was more
efficient but equally as unproductive. The junior forward was 2-4
from the field in the first half and
had just seven points. She finished
the game with 25.
The low-scoring first half was
exaggerated by Drexel’s painfully
slow possessions. The Dragons
consistently exhausted the 30-sec-

ond shot clock down to nothing
before even looking at the basket.
“They use up 28 seconds off the
shot clock and then they’ll shoot in
the last two seconds,” Evans said
of Drexel’s offense. “That’s why the
score was so low in the first half.”
At the 17:47 mark of the first
half, JMU forward Kisha Stokes
went down with a right ankle
sprain. The crowd fell completely
silent as Stokes grimaced in pain as
she lay on the court.
As she walked off the court
with the help of the coaching and
training staff, she received an ovation that wasn’t the loudest applause of the game, but by far the
most sincere.
She returned to the court later
with crutches and a temporary cast
over her ankle. The senior should
be out for a few games.
“We love Kisha because she
works so hard and she doesn’t take
any possession for granted,” Evans
said. “It’s hard to know we’re gonna be without her.”

AMY GWALTNEY/The Breeze

Sophomore point guard Dawn Evans scored JMU’s
final 22 points in Sunday’s 60-56 win over Drexel.

10 Tuesday, January 20, 2009 www.breezejmu.org The Breeze

RIVALRY: Dukes lose 71-57 to George Mason at Patriot Center
Rivalry, from page 9

with any in-state teams “we know that the players and the coaches are going to be focused. And
there’s gonna be a lot on the line.”
There’s a lot on the line in any conference game
Coach L, and I’m not sure the Dukes, with only
one Virginia native, harbor a lot of personal animosity toward the other in-state schools.
I’m not sure JMU sophomore guard Ben Louis
knew before he came to the States from Australia
that George Mason was any more of a rival than
Harrisonburg’s Eastern Mennonite University. I
also doubt the Dukes’ Russian freshman Andrey
Semenov views the matuchup as a bitter Cold
War.

But when asked how this can still be considered a rivalry, when the past five years have been
so lopsided, Larranaga persisted.
“Whether you won the last one or not has
nothing to do with the one you’re playing,” he said.
“What we did last year and years before many of
their players and definitely their coaches were
not there, so to them this is the start of it. And so
we have to be ready every time out to play at our
best.”
And what a start to the renewed “rivalry” it
was. The Dukes kept another part of the streak
alive, as they lost a 10th straight to Mason by 11
or more. That is 10 straight games of in-your-face
“rivalry” basketball with one team winning each

The Breeze is now
accepting applications
for next year’s
editorial staff.

Apply today
joblink.jmu.edu

contest by double-digits. Six of the 10 have been by
20 or more points.
It’s unlikely that Brady, his staff and the five
freshmen have heard great stories about how intense the Mason games have been as of late.
Senior forward Kyle Swanston probably doesn’t
reminisce with the newbies about how the Dukes
got blasted by 27 in his first-ever game against the
Patriots. He probably doesn’t talk about the rousing 26-point rout in last year’s second meeting,
either.
Junior guard Pierre Curtis probably doesn’t fire
up his new coaches with the “rivalry” highlight
of last year — Mason’s Dre Smith hitting all 10 of
his 3-point attempts in Harrisonburg to enter the

NCAA record book.
This is NOT a “rivalry.” At 43 years old, Brady
is wise enough to realize this. The 59-year-old Larranaga is definitely a spokesman and face of the
conference, but can not honestly look at the Dukes
as a rival.
I’m inclined to think if he had lost yesterday,
his comments would have been far different. He
surely wouldn’t have been glowing about losing to
a “rival” that Mason has owned for 10 games and
counting.
For everyone’s sake I hope Brady and the
Dukes can put together some sort of miracle and
win the next meeting. Maybe then Larranaga can
stop blowing smoke.

LOSS: Skolnitsky’s career at
Madison over after NCAA violation
Loss, from front

who started for the Philadelphia
Eagles in their NFC championship loss against the Arizona Cardinals on Sunday. Jordan, whose
last season with JMU was in 2006,
is in his second NFL season.
“Akeem’s playing so well, it’s
awful hard to say that a guy starting in his second year — that J.D.
would be a better NFL prospect
than Akeem,” Matthews said.
“That’s probably not fair with
Rodney [Landers] coming out
[either]. J.D.’s 6-foot-6, and he’s
260 pounds and he ran 4.7 [in the
40-yard dash] for the NFL last
spring. So, certainly he would be
classified probably as our top pro
prospect we’ve had here in my 10
years.”
Unfortunately for the Dukes,
next season they will be without
not only quarterback Rodney
Landers, who is also entering
the NFL Draft, but Skolnitsky
too — as his mishap cost him
a chance to fulfill his collegiate
eligibility.

ROBERT BOAG/contributing photographer

J.D. Skolnitsky was ruled ineligible for the 2009 season by the NCAA.

amenities subject to change

PRIVATE
LIVING
CLOSE TO
CAMPUS

RATES
STARTING
AT $395

NEW FURNITURE PACKAGE INCLUDING LEATHER-STYLE SOFAS • PRIVATE BEDROOMS
TANNING BED • GREAT LOCATION • HIGH-SPEED INTERNET & CABLE TV INCLUDED
ACCESS TO THE CLUBHOUSE & FITNESS CENTER AT SOUTH VIEW & STONE GATE

540.438.3835
869 B PORT REPUBLIC RD
JMSTUDENTHOUSING.COM
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Your Ad” for payment and review

Deadlines:
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3 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 BATHS, W/ D,
garbage disposal, dishwasher, available
8/1/09, walking distance, $1170. (540)828-0464
OLD TOWN HARRISONBURG; 5 BEDROOM, 3 BATHS, walking
4BR townhouses; walk to JMU; distance, furnished, $1750, 7/ and 8/09.
washer/ dryer; yearly lease June 1, 09- (540)-828-0464
May 31, 10. 271-1952.
4 BEDROOM, W/ D, available 6/09,
$1400, (540)-828-0464
10 BEDROOM, 2 KITCHEN, 3
baths, large rooms, utilities included,
5 BEDROOM, 3 BATHROOM available 6/09. (540)-828-0464
HOUSE with basement. Available
June 1. Rent to group of 4 or 5. 828- APARTMENT FOR RENT SHARE
0464
HOUSE Students 2 Bedroom in house
BEAT THE RENTAL RUSH 3
BR
TOWNHOUSE,
KIESTER
SCHOOL
AREA,
AUGUST
2009, PHONE, CABLE, AND
INTERNET HOOKUPS IN EACH
ROOM, $315/PERSON EMAIL
OR CALL FOR MORE DETAILS,
davethomas1strealty@yahoo.com
(423) 231-2160
5 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE - Mt.
View Drive; Internet; close to campus;
$275/ month; 1 year lease (8/09-8/10);
midalton@cox.net; (703) 450-5008
THREE OR FOUR BEDROOM
HOUSE for rent. Close to both main
campus and Memorial Hall. Washer/
dryer included. Groups only. June
to June Lease. $325/ person for four
persons. (540) 433-0380.
LARGE FOUR BEDROOM HOUSE
with deck and large yard for rent.
Close to Memorial Hall. Two full
baths. Washer/dryer included. Groups
only. June to June lease. $325/person.
540-433-0380

on Eastover Drive. Private entrance.
TV, net, parking. Utilities included.
$750 month or will rent rooms. Pets
considered. 540-383-4147
MADISON MANOR 2bdr, 2 full bath,
ﬁreplace
available 8/09 1 year $650 per month.
540-289-7085 gpfaff1@comcast.net
SUBLEASE FUR BEDROOM-JAN.
FREE Furnished 4bd,2ba townhouse
in Foxhills. Avail immediately..5mi
from campus, on bus rt., w/d. 3 great
roommates. $365 mo/$60 utititlies.
graygr24@gmail.com (703) 587-1977

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
with The Breeze!
breezejmu.org
the_breeze@jmu.edu
(540) 568-6127

Advertise

MOVING SALE - LARGE WOOD
GRAIN Ofﬁce Ctr. with swivel chair.
Two 2 drawer ﬁles and drawer w/
chair $199. Black Pub Table w/2
Chairs $148. Apartment Couch, turns
into Double Bed, $49. Table/2 Chairs
$29. 2 Large rugs, 1 oriental, reds, 1
blue. Photos available upon request.
(540)421-7325

rhcc.com at ChildCare Connection, or
call 540-433-4531.
BARTENDING
CLASSES
jiggersbartendingschool.com summer
job placement, payment plans (540)
560-7971
JOIN OUR TEAM! The Breeze is
missing a few members of our team.
We are looking for friendly, energetic,
outgoing individuals to join our staff.
We are hiring section editors, online
staff, advertising execs, and advertising
designers. Find more information and
apply online at joblink.jmu.edu

SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: Make
$5 - $25 per survey. Do it in your spare
time. www. GetPaidToThink.com
!BARTENDING! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training
Available. (800)965-6520 XT212
ATTENTION
HOSPITALITY
STUDENTS
Lighthouse
Resort
Services, the PREMIERE Resort
Management Company on the Northern
Outer Banks, is now hiring students
to participate in our 2009 Summer
Internship Program. We are seeking
out individuals who have an energetic
personality, a positive attitude and most
importantly, the desire and motivation
to SPEND THE ENTIRE SUMMER
LIVING AT THE BEACH!!!! For
more information please visit www.
lighthouseresortservices.com
or
email us directly at; manager@
lighthouseresortservices.com
Come
and be a part of a GREAT TEAM!
CHILDCARE WANTED: Dependable,
creative college students to provide
Winter/Spring child care for area
families. Full or part time. Nonsmoking a must. E-mail asaunder@

Questions? Call 568-6127

WE NEED LEADERS! The Breeze is
losing some members of our family.
We are looking for friendly, energetic,
outgoing individuals to join our staff.
We are in need of an Advertising
Manager, Assistant Ad Manager,
Editor-in-Chief, and Managing Editor.
Find more information and apply
online at joblink.jmu.edu

NAGS HEAD 4-Month Student
Summer
Rentals,
May-Aug,
seabreezerealty.com, (252) 255-6328
ZION GLOBAL TRAVEL Book spring
break, Cruises, vacation package,
ﬂights tickets for good price all over
the world. www. Zionglobaltravel.
com
call US and canada 1-800-780-5733
Europe
00-800-11-20-11-40
use
discount code: 226832

www
.
thebreeze
.org
(go ahead, take a peek)

*4/08)*3*/(
Interested in working
with the Breeze ?
The Breeze is hiring

Section Editors
Ad Executives
& Ad Designers
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